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found her colonial empire; and so from the choice
made by Elizabeth vast results followed. Her
decision was of such importance that it can hardly
be exaggerated.
Next, and for Elizabeth one of the problems
in which she as a person was specially involved,
came the whole question of Scotland. Scotland
was always one of the weak spots in England's
defences. She could, and so often did, attack
from the north. She so constantly allied herself
with England's enemies. The two countries had
a long tradition of hostility, and now there was a
personal source of trouble. For Mary Stuart,
Queen of Scots, was the person who could claim
to be the rightful Queen of England. She was the
heiress of Margaret Tudor, elder sister of Henry
VIII, and as such she would come next in suc-
cession after Henry's children. But more than
that, she could and did declare that Elizabeth's
birth was not legitimate, and that she herself,
not Elizabeth, should therefore sit on the throne'
of England. The marriage of Henry VIII and
Anne Boleyn had never been recognized as legal
by other countries, and Mary in urging her claims
had powerful backing, for she had married the
King of France. France, of course, would readily
support her. She was younger than Elizabeth
by nine years; she was fascinating and am-
bitious. Clearly she would give trouble.
Another source of probable trouble was Spain,
an Empire far too strong to be faced by England,